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Panelist Biographies
Christophe Hodder
Currently the world’s first Climate Security Advisor to a peacekeeping and Special Political mission in Somalia. Christophe is also a Research Associate at Climate Change and Insecurity Project (CCIP) at Oxford University. He is also a Member of the International Military Council on Climate Security(IMCCS), and part of the Climate Security Expert Climate Diplomacy Network (CSEN). 
Christophe is a global leader having been at the forefront of some of the world’s most important events such as leading the response against the Ebola outbreak in West Africa; leading the response to the Earthquake in Nepal; and delivering life saving programs in Chad, DRC and Haiti. With a background in International Relations, Christophe has a Masters in Water and Public Health and is an expert in Nature Based Solutions and in Diplomacy and Conflict resolution, combining Natural Resource Management/Community Adaptation with Conflict resolution and political analysis.
Ciara Hogan
Ciara Hogan first graduated as a dietitian in 2014 with a Bachelor’s in Human Nutrition and Dietetics from Dublin Institute of Technology and Trinity College, Dublin. After working for two years between the public and private sector, she joined the 2016 Nutrition for Global Health Master's cohort. Shortly after graduating in 2017, she joined the Irish NGO Concern Worldwide in Niger. A year later she started her journey with UNICEF in Somalia as a UN volunteer, where she supported a multi-year joint resilience programme between UNICEF and WFP. In May 2021, Ciara joined the UNICEF Angola Country Office as Nutrition Specialist where she led the nutrition team until July last year. Since then, she's been supporting UNICEF's emergency nutrition response in the Gaza Field Office.

Mory Keita
Mory Keita is a Guinean physician and senior global health leader with over 15 years' experience in epidemic preparedness, emergency response, and health diplomacy. He is currently serving as a Regional Adviser (P5) at the WHO, responsible for epidemics and pandemics management in the African region. He has led large, multidisciplinary teams, managed multimillion-dollar emergency portfolios, and coordinated high-impact responses to Ebola, Cholera, COVID-19 and the continent-wide mpox outbreak, in partnership with the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC). He combines clinical training (Medical Doctor) with advanced multidisciplinary academic credentials, including a Master of Science in Public Health, a Master in Applied Statistics to Biomedical Sciences, a Master's degree in Law, Economics and Management specialising in International Relations with a focus on the management of international, intergovernmental and non-governmental programmes, and a PhD in Global Health. 
He is also a candidate for a second PhD in International Politics and Diplomacy. He is skilled in data-driven decision-making, strategic negotiation with governments and donors, and capacity building to strengthen national and regional health security. He is bilingual, speaking French and English, and is the author or co-author of over 60 scientific publications. Equity-focused, he is known for his calm leadership and ability to translate policy into sustainable operational action across fragile and diverse health systems.
Joseph Hudson
Dr. Hudson is an American GP who spent 11 years on active duty in the US Air Force, primarily in flight medicine.  After leaving active duty, he moved to London where he earned the Diploma in Aviation Medicine and completed an MSc in Aerospace Medicine at King’s College London prior to his MSc in Public Health with LSHTM.  He has been involved in numerous research projects, including with the Oxford Covid-19 Government Response Tracker and with NASA.  He currently works as a Coordinating Doctor and Medical Case Lead with International SOS – a medical, travel, and security assistance company with 27 locations worldwide.  

Ritu Rana

Nutritionist with over 13 years of post‑PhD experience spanning teaching, training, research, programme implementation, and evaluation. Trained in nutrition in India (2003–2012), followed by an MSc in Nutrition for Global Health at LSHTM (2017–18) and specialised training in Impact Evaluation at LIDC (2021). From 2012 to 2024, worked across academic institutions, the UN system, and governmental and non‑governmental organisations in both development and emergency contexts. Key interests include capacity strengthening, programme implementation and evaluation, and evidence synthesis. Currently serves as a Nutrition Research Officer at the United Nations World Food Programme HQ, supporting global nutrition research and advising regional and country offices on research priorities.

Kendra Chow 
Is a policy and public affairs specialist, with experience across international, UK, and UN-system contexts. She is also a registered dietitian, and brings experience from across the research to-healthcare continuum. Kendra is currently the Senior Policy & Public Affairs Manager at World Cancer Research Fund International, where she manages and delivers technical projects with WHO; authors policy and advocacy briefs; leads diplomatic engagement with multilateral partners and organizations; and contributes to multilateral processes (e.g. UN High-level Meetings and World Health Assemblies). Kendra is a published researcher that specializes in commercial determinants of health, health equity, and NCD prevention and care. She is also proud to be a first generation student.

Senad Handanagic
I am a medical doctor with specialized training in public health. I completed my medical degree at the University of Zagreb School of Medicine in 2009, after which I spent four years working as an emergency medicine clinician. In 2013, I was awarded a U.K. Government Chevening Scholarship to pursue a Master’s in Public Health (Health Service Management Stream) at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine.
 
After completing my MPH, I spent several years working as a Research Fellow and Lecturer at the WHO Collaborating Centre for HIV Strategic Information at the School of Public Health and the University of Zagreb School of Medicine. In 2016, I moved to the United States to begin an ORISE fellowship at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta. Shortly thereafter, I joined the CDC’s Division of HIV Prevention as an epidemiologist.
 
Following several years of work focused on various aspects of the U.S. HIV epidemic, I transitioned into a new leadership role as the Acting Associate Director for Global Health in the Division of Viral Hepatitis. In this position, I led a team dedicated to supporting global efforts to eliminate viral hepatitis.
 
In 2024, I returned to Europe and accepted the position of Head of Drugs use, harms and addictive behaviours sector at the European Union Drugs Agency (EUDA) in Lisbon, Portugal, where I currently live and work.

Lara Bowering – bio coming soon
image1.jpeg
LONDON
SCHOOL of
HYGIENE | 74
STROPICAL \ ] e
MEDICINE N\~





